Renewable fuel conference held in the South West - April 2005
The village of Winkleigh in Devon was the setting for a renewable fuel training seminar and conference last week, hosted by the
 South West Woodburning Centre this conference centred around the relatively new heating technology of wood pellet fuel.
Delegates from many parts of the United Kingdom attended this day event and enjoyed technical training from the German guests representing the brand of Wamsler stoves and cookers. It was firstly a means to impart technical knowledge regarding the fires that use the wood pellets but also and potentially more importantly a forum to encourage the concept of using this environmentally friendly fuel.
Representatives from stove shops, environmental agencies, wood pellet production and the renewable energy industry learnt and debated the past, current and the inevitable future of using these tiny wood pellets as a next generation fuel supply. It is a realistic ‘carbon neutral’ fuel, that is to say that CO2 emissions whilst the fuel is being burnt, generally equal that of the CO2 absorbed by the tree as the wood is grown.
With pressures building on the world’s governments to not only kerb but significantly reduce CO2 emissions within a few years, the heating industry being a part of the environmental issue, is having to react by proposing efficiency improvements and by developing new heat producing technology such as wood pellet and wood chip heating appliances.
Wood pellet as a fuel source is not a new concept, throughout other parts of Europe and the USA it is evident  that this renewable and in some cases recycled material has been successfully utilised for many years, however it is only within the last couple of years that the concept has attracted serious attention within the UK heating industry.

To find out any further information on the issues discussed above or concerning heating requirements in general the staff at the
 South West  Woodburning Centre would be pleased to help. Please contact them on 01837 83333 or call into the ‘eco’ friendly wooden showroom complex on Winkleigh old airfield.
